THE RIDGEFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE SUMMER, 2010

& TOOTNOTES

Caroline Ball, Taisia Barabonov and Julia Galanski, all students at Ridgefield High School and members of
The Ridgefield School of Dance Ballet Company are spending the summer doing what they love to do
most, dance. All have been dancing at prestigious Summer Intensive ballet programs. Both Ms. Ball (age
14) and Ms.Galanski (age 16) are dancing with the Joffrey Ballet Summer Intensive and Ms. Barabonov
(age 15) is in her second year dancing with the Bolshoi Ballet Academy. All three dancers had to go
through auditions competing with dancers from all over the country to be accepted into their respective
and highly selective programs. Ms. Ball and Ms. Galanski also auditioned for the performance group of
the Joffrey program, an even more selective process. They performed on August 6th & 7th in Manhattan.

Ms. Ball and Ms. Galanski have been dancing with the Ridgefield School of Dance Ballet program since
they were 4 and 5 years old respectively,and Ms. Barabonov joined the studio and the Company in 2008
upon moving to the Ridgefield area.

All three dancers have performed important roles in the Sleeping Beauty Ballet, Coppelia, Cinderella and
Les Sylphides - all full length ballets in the The Ridgefield School of Dance repertoire. Ms. Galanski is also
enrolled in the Jazz and Modern programs offered by the studio.

Caroline Ball

“These dancers are superb and it is no wonder they were accepted by such prestigious and competitive
programs,” says Nancy Andrews, Director of The Ridgefield School of Dance. “A commitment to dance
and hours of practice each week working on their technique, learning new choreography and perfecting
their stage presence adds up to fabulous performances. They are so talented and | am incredibly proud
of them.”

Jacqueline Whitmore and Madison Rucolas (ages || and 10), two promising young dancers have also
been putting in time working on their craft this summer. They are both dancing with the American
Academy of Ballet housed on the SUNY Purchase Campus, run by Mignon Furman. Both dancers had
to audition for positions within the program and were chosen from a national and worldwide pool of
applicants. During the school year Jacquie, a student at Weston Middle School who is entering her 5th
year with The Ridgefield School of Dance and Madison, a Barlow Mountain fifth grader who is in her
7th year with the studio take jazz, modern and hip hop in addition to their ballet curriculum.

“While they are already wonderful dancers, this focused effort to take their skills to a higher level will
benefit them as they continue with their careers in dance, as much as any other goal they set for
themselves,” says Andrews. “It is a lot of hard work - and it will show

not only in their class work but in their performances on stage.”

Tuisia Barabonov

The Ridgefield School of Dance has had many other success stories with regards to its students. Of
recent note are Callie Kovack, Sarah Maisano and Sarah Roberts. Ms. Kovack, who graduated in 2009
was one of 30 students auditioning for 6 places with the Providence College Dance Company. She is
now a member in the company which performs all styles of dance from ballet and jazz to tap and
modern. Ms. Maisano,a 2008 graduate of RHS and The Ridgefield School of Dance is a student
choreographer and member of the Rollins Dancers at Rollins College. She also is founder and captain
of the Rollins College Danceteam. In addition to school, she has signed with Momentum, a
contemporary ballet company, has an apprenticeship with Vibe Fusion and is under contract with the
Florida Tuskers Dance team which dances for the Florida Tuskers Football Team in Orlando, FL. Ms.
Roberts, who currently teaches both ballet and modern with The Ridgefield School of Dance and is a
2004 alum, founded Satisfied Dance Company and teaches at Act Magnet School for the Performing
Arts. She is also Dance Vice President Elect for the CT Alliance of Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance.

This summer, Ms. Kovack and Ms. Maisano taught the Ridgefield School of Dance Summer Dance
program which included Ballet, Modern, Jazz, Improv and Choreography. They were joined by Paige . .
Gennusa, a member and choreographer for the Jazz Company and captain of the RHS dance team. Julia Galanski

Ms Andrews says of all of her students “| love to teach these young women and watch as they develop into wonderful dancers with
promising dance careers in performance and education. | know with their passion and dedication, they will go far.” Type to enter text
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